
 
DRIVING FORCES 

Generational Expectation: Different generational expectation informed by pop culture for older 

and hyper interconnectedness for younger generations. These different expectations are changing 

future decision makers. 

 

Economic and Political Accountability: Increasing attention is being paid to economic and 

political accountability while exploring new revenue sources such as fuel tax, vehicle miles 

traveled, cap and trade, among others.  

 

Enabling and Scuttling Policies: There are enabling and scuttling effects of different policies in 

terms of environmental implications and political influences. Many will want to correct past 

wrongs. 

 

Great Expectations: There is wide variability in alternative fuel technologies including the 

range in expectations for new and innovative technologies (wow factor). 

 

Showing Progress: Human nature is impatient and influenced by T.V., movies, and the media 

suggesting the need to continually show progress. 

 

Mutually Beneficial: Economic development pressures and homegrown renewable power 

generation can be mutually beneficial pursuits. 

 

PREDETERMINED ELEMENTS 

Demographic Shifts: The retiring Baby Boomers, or grey tsunami and the increasing minority 

population will change the composition of the work force and mobility preferences. 

 

Environmental Considerations: Social acceptance of environmental concerns continues facing 

challenges of beliefs, resources, and entrenched interests. 

 

Vastness of the West: There are long distances between communities in the west that challenge 

the provision of infrastructure for competing alternative energy sources. 

 

Thresholds and Cascades: While government organizations, policies, preferences for oil, and 

human adaptation to technology change slowly, they have a relatively high probability of having 

a threshold past which change will occur quickly. 

 

Views of Society: Broadly, there are different views of society as the Great Society or the 

Capitalist Society. 

 

Competing Interests: Fixed resources present either/or decisions such as bio-fuels or food 

supply. 

 



 
CRITICAL UNCERTAINTIES 

All the Above: The current broad acceptance that all alternative energy sources are needed for 

the future appears viable unless oil companies stop diversifying. 

 

Regime Change: Elections that change political ideologies at all levels of government influence 

policy development and implementation.  

 

The Great Recession: The Great Recession likely change how some people act and behave and 

we are not sure how that will affect the now or when another recession occurs. 

 

Technological Leaps: We are experiencing an escalation in technological leaps and acceleration 

in the time between these leaps. 

 

Beta verses VHS: Businesses often seek a competitive advantage by introducing proprietary 

products for similar functionalities. 

 

 


